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November 16, 2008                                               Volume 10  Number 6 

540-552-7777                             E-mail: dayspring.office@verizon.net 
 

Helping Their School by Helping Others 
(Written for a press release) 

 
  When the bell rang to start the school day on November 7th, 2008, the students at Dayspring Christian 
Academy in Blacksburg, VA didn’t even hear it. Nearly every one of the school’s 200 students was gathered in the 
school gym. They milled in groups, with teachers, parents, school staff and volunteers dotting the crowd of excited 
kids. They would have the day off from school, but no one in the gym was going to spend the day at home, 
relaxing. Instead, they would be raising funds for Dayspring in the school’s first ever Serve-a-thon. 
 
  Students, staff and parents at the school had spent the months since August sending out letters to friends 
and family, as well as local businesses, asking for sponsorships for 3 or 4 hours of community service on November 
7th. On that day, the entire student body, along with parents and school staff, blanketed Blacksburg and 
Christiansburg in a “PowerServe.”  
 
 Students participated in a number of ways, including visiting residents at a local nursing home, collecting 
food at Food Lion and Kroger for the local food pantries, doing yard work at the homes of the elderly and 
homebound, preparing and cooking lunch for the Salvation Army’s “God’s Lunchbox” program, and helping 
organize materials and clean the attic at the Caring Pregnancy Center.  
 
 That afternoon, the students and volunteers enjoyed an afternoon cookout and celebration, along with an 
“auction” of gift items provided by the business sponsors of the fundraiser. A number of local businesses had 
provided gift certificates, coupons, and other items for the students.  
 
 For the volunteers, the success of the day was measured not in funds raised for Dayspring, but in raising the 
students’ awareness of the many different ways to lend a helping hand and be an encouragement to others.   
                                                                                                                             Written by Paige Horst, MS English teacher 
 
 
SPECIAL REMINDERS 
 
Operation Christmas Child - Hey Dayspringers-let's try to get at least 50 boxes for this fantastic, 
worldwide mission project! Many children and their families have come to believe in our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through the gospel message that Samaritan's Purse includes, and through the generous gifts that 
you send. Please place your OCC gift shoeboxes, along with a $7 check inside (made out to Samaritan's 
Purse to cover shipping, handling, and printed materials), in the collection tub in the foyer. Boxes will be 
collected through the afternoon of Wednesday, November 19. Still not sure what to do, or have 
questions, then call Karen Mabes at 552-6213 or email her at toolmom41@aol.com. 
 
Thanksgiving Break – November 27-30th.   There is a noon release on Wednesday, November 26th-
the beginning of Thanksgiving break. There will be no lunch periods that day.   All students are to be 
picked up by 12:15 as the campus closes then.  There will be no after care.   Have a blessed 
Thanksgiving! 
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Elementary Christmas Program - Mark your calendars and plan to attend this year’s program.  K-5 will 
hold their program on Friday, December 12.  K-2nd graders program will begin at 6:30 pm followed by the 
3rd-5th grade program starting at 7:30 pm.  Both events will be held at the First Church of God, 
…..Roanoke St. with a joint reception held after the 7:30 performance.  Parents are asked to bring a 
munchie-type dessert for the reception.  Beverages will be provided. 
 
Secondary Exams will be held the week of December 15-18.  Specifics will be out soon. 
 
Check out the Dayspring website for pictures of the Serve-a-thon.  We are still accepting pictures.  
Please send them to kribbens.dca@verizon.net. 
 
 
                                             Honor Roll for the 1st Quarter 
                                Congratulations students on a job well done!   
                                      Thank you parents for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th Grade 
All A’s 
Jessica Albano  
Dori Mock 
Michael Pfohl 
All A’s & B’s 
Kennon Bouldin 
Darrah Dickerson 
Sara Winter 
 
11th Grade 
All A’s  
Zach Brown 
Lauren Leslie 
All A’s & B’s 
Brianna Kirker 
 
12th Grade 
All A’s 
Hannah Anderson 
Jared Brackenrich 
Stephen Copeland 
David Cousins 
Russell Kroeger 
Heidi Mock 
All A’s & B’s 
Daniel Armstrong 
Brooke Baldwin 
Philip Dickerson 
McKeever Henley 
Rodney Osborne 
 

6th Grade  
All A’s 
Carolina Bouldin 
AllA’s & B’s 
Elizabeth Abel 
Lorran Amonette 
Hannah Ashworth 
Dylan Henderson 
Patrick Ragsdale 
Christina Ribbens 
 
7th Grade  
All A’s 
Emma Gawthrop 
Jansen Young 
All A’s & B’s 
Sara Albano 
Elijah Selent 
Alexis Slocum 
 
8th Grade 
All A’s 
Will Abel 
Duncan Brown 
Nicholas Shabanowitz 
All A’s & B’s 
Abigail Anderson 
Lacey Goad 
Meili Johnson 
Jaid Moore 
 
9th Grade 
All A’s 
Michael Ribbens 
All A’s & B’s 
Ian Brown 
Bethany Davis 
Jack McDonald 
Thomas Ragsdale 
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College Board AP Award Winners –  
 
Congratulations to Philip Ribbens (Class of 2008) for receiving the designation of AP Scholar with Distinction 
Award by College Board AP in recognition of exemplary college-level achievement on Advanced Placement 
Program Examinations.  This award is granted to students who receive an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP 
Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  DCA recipients in recent years include: 
Aaron Larson and Joey Mock ('07).   
 
Congratulations to Heidi Mock (Class of 2009) who recently received the AP Scholar with Honor Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, with grades of 3 or higher on four or more exams.  
Chelsea Reynolds ('07) received this award last year.  
 
Only 18 percent of the more than 1.4 million high school students who took AP exams receive this recognition. 
 
 
Newsletter Submissions & Pictures of DCA student achievements and DCA-related events are 
always welcome.  Please send to kribbens.dca@verizon.net.  Pictures will be forwarded to the 
yearbook staff. 
 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES -- Yes, the volunteer needs continue…. 
 

• Substitute Teachers – ongoing need; ½ or full day (paid); choose grade level; pick up an 
application in the office. Half day (minimum of 4 class periods) or full day substitutes are PAID 
positions.  Substitutes can choose the grade level they are most comfortable with as well as the 
days and times they are available. Please contact the office as soon as possible if you are 
interested in helping out in this way.  Lesson plans and instructions will be provided.  

• Cleaning (classrooms and common areas (preferably on a regular basis; adopting a room or two 
would be great) 

• Office Helpers (special projects, answering phones, lunch time coverage) 
 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
KROGER CARES PROGRAM    
Thanks to everyone who is using and re-loading their Kroger gift cards.  We recently received a rebate 
check in the amount of $451.10.  Looking for a great gift idea?  With the Christmas season upon us, 
Kroger gift cards not only make excellent gifts but also help to earn money for our school.  Watch for the 
red order form to be sent home soon with your student.  (Additional forms will be available in the office).  
Complete the order form and return it to the DCA office with your payment by Tuesday, December 9th.  
Orders will be processed and returned to you by Tuesday, December 16th.  (Please make checks 
payable to DCA).  If you have any questions, please contact Sherri Bailey at 382-9684, or by e-mail at:  
sherribbailey@msn.com.  Thanks so much for supporting our wonderful school!    
  
  
CAMPBELLS LABELS, BOX TOPS, AND TYSON A+  
Continue saving and sending in your Box Tops, Campbell's Labels, and A+ Tyson chicken (send in the 
whole label from the top of the chicken, not just the A+ symbol). 
- Christy Van Steenburg   
 
 
CAMPBELLS AND KROGER PARTNERSHIP 
Kroger has partnered with Campbell's labels to help schools become more successful.  If you are a 
Kroger shopper then we would love for you to go to the following website and sign up for the e-labels 
program.  They will ask you for a small amount of information and your Kroger shopping card (discount 
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card) number.  This will credit our school directly with any points that you purchase.  Here is the site:  
http://elabelsforeducation.com/Sites/Campbells_eLabels/Page/HomePage/Retailer/Kroger// 
 
 
DCA STUDENT LIFE 
 
Service Club 
 
DCA SERVICE CLUB Bake-a-thon was held this past Wednesday, Nov.12 at the Mabes.' Led by 
illustrious President Hannah Anderson who made icing, students Sydney and Spencer Miller made 
pumpkin pie filling, Jared Brackenrich made and rolled out pie crust assisted by McKeever Henley, Elena 
Johnson, Chris Reighard, Russell Kroeger, and Laur en Leslie rolled out sugar cookies, while Daniel 
Armstrong and Zack Cousins performed a variety of tasks including decorating cookies, and finally 
Maellen Mabes served as all around kitchen assistant. All together our kids cranked out 4 homemade 
pumpkin pies, and decorated about 8 dozen sugar cookies with icing and candy to look like turkeys. This 
is a yearly project we do to provide desserts for the Salvation Army, which feeds about 300 people, 
Thanksgiving dinner. Great fellowship and fun was had by all. Now if I could just figure out how flour got 
on the wall above the doorway, and how candy corns can fly.......  
 

 
ATHLETICS AT DAYSPRING 
 
Dayspring Boy's Soccer Wins NACA Division II Championship 
 
In John Denver's song Poems, Prayers, and Promises, he reflects on his life and how good it has been.  I have 
been reflecting lately on the boy's varsity soccer season and how glad I am that I shared in their experience as a 
team.  Before the NACA Championship game on October 31st, I told the boys that every time I strap on my cleats 
to warm them up for a game, I remember my high school soccer days.  I also told them how proud I am to be 
associated with the Dayspring soccer program.   
  
There is great value in athletic competition.  Spiritual lessons are learned in the course of a season.  If athletic 
competition did not have value for spiritual development, Paul would not have written in his first letter to 
the Corinthians: "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such 
a way that you may win. Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it 
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in 
such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified."  (I Corinthians 9:24-27).  If Dayspring kids learn physical discipline, they will 
learn spiritual discipline as well.  That is my goal for them as their soccer coach. 
  
For me, the NACA tournament was about developing relationships.  It was neat to win a Championship, but it was 
really cool to get to know your boys better.  I even had some time to meet players and coaches from other teams.  
One morning, I joined some boys from the Mountain Mission team in Grundy, VA.  I enjoyed the time we had while 
we ate breakfast.  They were neat kids.   
  
Here are a few of my recollections from our time with the Dayspring boys at Fort Bluff Camp.  I will never forget the 
lack of heat in our bunkhouse the night we arrived.  I thought I had arrived in a concentration camp, with bunks 
stacked 3 high in the room, each one nicely numbered so we wouldn't lose the guy in bunk 132!!  I certainly won't 
forget seeing McKeever Henley wrapped up in his coat that night because he forgot to bring a sleeping bag.  He 
was fortunate that the heat was turned on the next day and that my wife had extra blankets in the car for him.  I 
keep a picture of McKeever in my cell phone to remind me.  I won't forget going to bed with Andrew Vu and Zach 
Brown peering out from their bunks across from me and above me, sitting cross-legged.  They didn't say much, but 
they were glad to be there.  I have great memories of the boys playing soccer and basketball on the courts outside 
our bunkhouse.  It was good to see them enjoying being together.  On the last night we stayed at Fort Bluff Camp, 
the boys had free time to enjoy watching other soccer and the girl's volleyball teams play (they seemed drawn more 
to the latter).  My instructions to the group were to be in the room by 11:15PM.  Some of the guys were hanging out 
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with me in the room by 10:30PM.  The last of them walked into the room at 11:14PM!!  A coach cannot ask for 
better compliance.  Thanks for raising boys who respond to our leadership!! 
  
I have much to be thankful for after my first season with these boys.  I am thankful that Tommy Cousins is such a 
great coach.  I learned new things from him in the course of the season, but I will never match his capacity for quick 
decisions.  I did learn to throw my hat well by watching him, though.  We all owe a debt to Tommy for his capable 
coaching and team organization during the past several years.  Tommy, you left me some big shoes to fill.  Given 
the great winning seasons of the past 3 years, I really have my task cut out for me as we rebuild the soccer team 
over the next couple of years!! 
  
Here is my report on the details of the NACA tournament.  It was a great run!! 
  
During the week of October 26th, Dayspring traveled to the NACA tournament to play against 8 teams in the 
Division I and II bracket from Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, and Ohio.  Head coach Tommy Cousins and 
assistant coach John Copeland knew the Dayspring boys showed up to play when they played to a 1-1 tie against 
the Hearts for Jesus home schoolers, a select team from Cleveland, OH in the opening match on the morning of 
October 29th.  That afternoon, the Dayspring boys dropped into Division II after a tough 3-0 loss in the second 
match of the tournament to Seffner Christian School from Tampa, FL.   

Dayspring opened their Division II play on October 30th with a match against the team that defeated them in the 
VACA State Championship, Shenandoah Valley Christian Academy, prevailing against them 2-1 in a hard-fought 
contest.  In the Division II semifinals on October 30th, the Dayspring boys handled the Roanoke Valley Christian 
School team in a 3-1 win.  On October 31st, Dayspring capped their excellent season by defeating Shenandoah 
Valley Christian Academy 2-1 in the NACA Division II Championship.  In addition to bringing home the 
Championship trophy and banner, the Dayspring boys were awarded the Team Sportsmanship trophy for the 
Division II bracket.  Dayspring captured most of the Division II tournament honors, with Stephen Copeland, David 
Cousins, Daniel Henderson, and Russell Kroeger named to the All-Tournament team.  Copeland, Cousins, and 
Kroeger captured the Division II individual awards, by winning the Offensive MVP, All-Tournament MVP, Defensive 
MVP, respectively.   

This year’s team was led by a devoted group of senior captains, including forward Stephen Copeland, center 
midfielder David Cousins, utility man Daniel Henderson, and sweeper Russell Kroeger.  This senior captain squad 
was supported by a solid group of senior starters, including outside midfielder Daniel Armstrong, marking back 
McKeever Henley, and forward Adam Koelling.  Three junior starters contributed to Dayspring’s winning season, 
including center midfielder Caleb Bryant, goalkeeper/outside midfielder Dillon Mayhew, and marking back Chris 
Reighard.  The starting team was rounded out by freshman stopper Samuel Copeland (a home school student).  
Valuable contributors this season were junior forward Zach Brown, sophomore forward Michael Pfohl, freshmen 
goalkeeper/outside midfielder Spencer Miller and outside midfielder Zack Cousins, and eighth grade forward Eli 
Hairfield (a home school student), Other team members included sophomores Chris Shelor and Andrew Vu and 
freshman David Henderson.  Freshman Jack McDonald played marking back early in the season, then spent most 
of the season with eighth grade home schooler Wyatt Fagan on the injured reserve list.  

Coach Copeland 
 
 
Basketball Schedules are posted in the weekly calendar and on the school website. Please note that 
they are subject to change.  Here is a portion of the schedule going through December 6.   
 

Tues 18-Nov 5:00 PM Boys JV at North Cross (scrimmage) Roanoke 
Tues 18-Nov 6:30 PM Boys VAR at North Cross (scrimmage) Roanoke 
Fri 21-Nov 4:30 PM Boys MS vs Parkway Christian DCA 
Fri 21-Nov 5:30 PM Girls MS vs Parkway Christian DCA 
Fri 21-Nov 5:00 PM Boys VAR at Westover Tip Off (Evangel Christian) Danville 
Sat 22-Nov TBA Boys VAR at Westover Tip Off Classic Danville 
Mon 24-Nov 5:00 PM Girls VAR at New Covenant Lynchburg 
Mon 24-Nov 6:30PM Boys VAR at New Covenant Lynchburg 
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Mon 1-Dec 7:30 PM Boys VAR at Giles High School Pearisburg 
Mon 1-Dec 6:00 PM Boys JV at Giles High School Pearisburg 
Thurs 4-Dec 6:30PM Boys JV at Pathway Christiansburg 
Fri 5-Dec 7:00 PM Boys VAR at John S. Battle Bristol 
Sat 6-Dec 7/8:30PM Boys VAR at John S. Battle  Bristol 

 
 
 
 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM AT DCA 
 

Hot Lunch order forms are available in the office. Forms need to be turned in to the office at least 2 days 
in advance. You have the option of ordering week-by-week or for longer periods of time. 
The Hot Lunch programs for each campus (Main and Second) will be run separately due to different 
class schedules, so look closely as details are announced.  
 
 
NEW!  Wendy’s Lunch Form is below!   
 Must be in by noon on Thursday. Starts Friday, Nov. 21! (Main Campus only) 
 
Second Campus Hot Lunch –  
Mondays – Pizza (forms due noon on Friday) 
Wednesdays – Subway (forms due Tuesday by noon) 
Fridays – Chinese (forms due Thursday by 3:15) 
 
 

This NEWSLETTER:  The DCA newsletter is distributed twice monthly.  
Articles should be e-mailed to Kimberly Bulls (kbulls@i-plus.net).  If you have a friend or 
relative who would like to receive our bi-weekly newsletter, please contact Kathy Ribbens 
at kribbens.dca@verizon.net 
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PIZZA - TUESDAY- Lunch Order Form 

  
  

November 25 
December 2, 9 and 16 

Please circle the days for which you are paying. 
  

NOTE: Please do not combine pizza payments with any other payments 
  

Cheese and pepperoni pizza slices are $1.50 each. 
Orders must be in the pizza box in the school office by Noon the MONDAY before. 

Orders can be made for one week, two weeks, three weeks or more. 
  

Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
Student Name:                                                                                      Grade:   ___                 
# of cheese slices:                      @$1.50 each x                         (# of weeks) =  $           
# of pepperoni slices:                 @$1.50 each x                        (# of weeks) =  $             
  
  
Total enclosed (Attach envelope with correct cash amount or check made out to DCA.) 
Please make payment separate from any sub sandwich orders):     $                   
  
Please indicate if your order includes any weeks to be skipped: 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

• If your child must miss school on a Tuesday, contact Leah Hughes (951-4497) by 8:00a.m to have your 
child’s order credited to the following week or month.  

• If DCA cancels school on a Tuesday due to bad weather, your order will be credited to the following week 
or month.  
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